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Elizabethtown Area School District 
Personal Narrative Domain Scoring Guide for Grade 5 

To be used in accordance with marking period expectations 
 

                               Focus                                   Content                                Organization                                              Style                                  Conventions 
  

 

 
4 

 
 

Subject of the piece is clear 
 
Stays on the subject all of 
the time 
 
Evident awareness of the 
narrative (or purpose of the 
piece) 

Four or more clearly stated quality 
supporting details with elaboration 
per paragraph that relates to subject 
of paragraph  
 
Thoroughly elaborated narrative 
sequence 

Well developed arrangement of 
details in logical order  
 
Clear beginning, middle, and end  
 
Uses transition words appropriately 
throughout the piece 
 
Paragraphing used appropriately (at 
least 5 paragraphs) 
 

Precise, descriptive word choice  
 
Precise use of figurative language 
 
Variety of sentence structures 
throughout the piece 
 
Clear voice and tone is evident 
throughout the piece 
 
Precise use of dialogue (when 
applicable) 

Evident control of 
grammar/spelling/usage  
(1 or less errors per 
paragraph) 
 
Errors do not affect the 
meaning of the piece 
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Stays on the subject most of 
the time 
 
General awareness of the 
narrative (or purpose of the 
pieee) 

Three clearly stated quality 
supporting details with limited 
elaboration per paragraph that relate 
to the subject of the paragraph 
 
Sufficiently elaborated narrative 
sequence 

Well developed arrangement of 
details in logical order 
 
Clear beginning, middle, and end  
 
Uses transition words appropriately 
throughout most of the piece 
 
Paragraphing used accurately (in at 
least 4 instances)  

Word choice varied  
 
Appropriate use of figurative language 
 
Variety of sentence structures is 
evident within the piece  
 
Some evidence of voice and tone 
within the piece 
 
Appropriate use of dialogue (when 
applicable) 

Sufficient control of 
grammar/spelling/usage  
(no more than 2 errors per 
paragraph) 
 
Errors do not affect meaning 
of piece 
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Stays on the subject some of 
the time 
 
Inconsistent awareness of 
the narrative (or the purpose 
of the piece)   

One or two supporting details per 
paragraph that relate to the subject 
 
Insufficiently elaborated narrative 
sequence 

Inconsistent/confused arrangement 
 
Beginning, middle, end unclear 
 
Some evidence of transition words 
 
Paragraphing used inaccurately  

Limited variety in word choice  
 
Limited use of figurative language 
 
Repetitive or limited variety of 
sentence structures 
 
Little evidence of voice or tone within 
the piece 
 
Attempted to use dialogue, but may be 
inappropriate 

Numerous 
grammatical/spelling/usage 
errors (3-5 per paragraph) 
 
Errors may affect meaning of 
piece 
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Does not stay on the subject 
 
Minimal awareness of the 
narrative (or purpose of the 
piece) 

No evidence of supporting details 
 
Unelaborated narrative sequence 

No clear arrangement. 
 
Lacks logical sequence of ideas 
 
Lacks transition words 
 
No paragraphing is used when 
changing ideas. 

Little or no variety in word choice 
 
Little or no use of figurative language 
 
Repetitive or basic sentence structures 
 
No evidence of voice or tone within the 
piece 
 
No use of dialogue (when applicable) 

Minimal control of spelling, 
usage and sentence 
formation (5+ total errors per 
paragraph) 
 
Errors affect meaning of 
piece 


