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DRAFT Literacy Design Collaborative Argumentative Teaching Task 

 

Discipline: Science  

Course: 7
th
 grade science literacy lab 

Grade(s)/Level:  7
th
 

Duration: 8-10 class periods 

Author(s):  Sean Houseknecht, Alex Shubert, Monica Cressman 

Objectives: 

 Students will: 

• Apply knowledge about the distribution and management of natural resources to a current issue 

• Apply knowledge about the relationship between and environment and extinction to a current issue 

• Read, analyze and gather relevant information from multiple texts 

• Write an evidence-based argumentative essay including competing views 

Background Statement 

A zoo is a facility in which animals are confined within enclosures and displayed to the public. In many cases, 

animas may also be bred to produce offspring. Each year, millions of people visit these facilities to get a close-up 

view of animals they many never get an opportunity to see in nature. Although enjoyed by many, some feel zoo 

conditions are detrimental to the health of animals. Should animals be kept in zoos?  

Template Task (include number, type, level) Teaching Task 

 

Task 2 Argumentation/Analysis [Insert essential question] After 

reading _____ (literature or informational texts), write an 

_________(essay or substitute) that addresses the question and 

support your position with evidence from the text(s). L2 Be sure 

to acknowledge competing views. L3 Give examples from past or 

current events or issues to illustrate and clarify your position 

 

After reading the information texts provided, 

write an essay that addresses the question: 

should animals be kept in zoos? Support your 

position with evidence from the texts. Be sure 

to acknowledge competing views. 

Texts/Articles/Media                                                                                         Vocabulary (Tier 3) 

Text for the Task: 

Van, Tuyl Christine. Zoos and Animal Welfare. Detroit: 

Greenhaven, 2008. Print. 

Dixon, Thomas. "Zoos: Debatabase - Debate Topics and Debate 

Motions." IDEA: International Debate Education Association - 

Debate Resources & Debate Tools. 06 Apr. 2009. Web. 28 Jan. 

2011. 

http://www.idebate.org/debatabase/topic_details.php?topicID=1 

Related Material: 

Good zoos 
Students will also choose a resource they’ve found to support their 

claim, in addition to the above teacher-chosen texts. 

 

enclosure- something that “closes” a space 

like a wall or a fence 

 

Content Standards: Insert appropriate content standards as defined by your state/district.  

Number Content Standard(s) 

4.3.7.B Explain the distribution and management of natural resources. 
• differentiate between resources uses: conservation, preservation, and exploitation. 

3.1.7.C2 Explain why the extinction of a species may occur when the environment changes.  
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Number College and Career Ready Anchor Standards for Reading (Argumentation) 

1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the test. 

3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches the authors take. 

10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Number College and Career Ready Anchor Standards for Writing (Argumentation) 

1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. 

9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audience. 
 

CCS to PA Standards: Insert appropriate standards as defined by your state/district.  

Common Core Standard  Corresponding PA Academic Standard(s) 
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LDC Argumentation Rubric for Teaching Task 

ADVANCED 

Focus Addresses all aspects of the prompt with a highly focused and convincing response.  

Reading/Research Demonstrates accurate and effective use of reading materials to develop argument or proposal 

and a solid understanding of content as presented in the prompt. 

Controlling Idea Establishes a substantive and credible claim or proposal (L2) Acknowledges relevant competing 

arguments, defending or qualifying the claim or proposal as appropriate. 

Development Develops a detailed and convincing argument or proposal; provides relevant evidence in the 

form of examples or explanations with statements from reading material. (L3) Makes a 

clarifying connection(s) that illuminates argument and adds depth to reasoning. 

Organization Applies an appropriate text structure that develops reasoning; applies a logic model, such as 

deductive reasoning. 

Conventions Demonstrates a well-developed command of standard English conventions and cohesion; 

employs language and tone appropriate to audience and purpose. 

MEETS EXPECTATIONS 

Focus Addresses the prompt and stays on task; provides a generally convincing response. 

Reading/Research Demonstrates generally effective use of reading materials to develop argument or proposal and 

an understanding of the content as presented in the prompt. 

Controlling Idea Establishes a credible claim or proposal (L2) Acknowledges competing arguments while 

defending the claim or proposal. 

Development Develops a satisfactory argument or proposal using reasoning with adequate detail to support 

claim or proposal; provides evidence from text(s) in the form of examples or explanations 

relevant to the argument or proposal. (L3) Makes a relevant connection that helps to clarify 

argument or proposal. 

Organization Applies an appropriate text structure that develops reasoning; applies a logic model. 

Conventions Demonstrates a satisfactory command of standard English conventions and cohesion; employs 

language and tone appropriate to audience and purpose. 

NOT YET 

Focus Attempts to address prompt but lacks focus or is off-task. 

Reading/Research Demonstrates weak use of reading materials to develop argument or proposal. 

Controlling Idea Establishes a claim or proposal but is weak or off task; (L2) Attempts to acknowledge 

competing arguments. 

Development Lacks details to support reasoning; examples or explanations are weak or not relevant. (L3) 

Connection is not relevant. 

Organization Provides a weak text structure; composition is confusing. 

Conventions Demonstrates a weak command of standard English conventions; lacks cohesion; language and 

tone are not appropriate to audience and purpose. 

 

 


