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Lincohi was assassinated because of his $&$gj*£s on Reconstruction. Radical

Republicans partly agreed with Lincoln's ideas about the South and slavery. Southern
~£l^^Mf\

states absolutely hated him. Most other Northerners agreed with Lincoln's

Reconstruction Plan. Lincoln's views on Reconstruction threatened his life greatly.

Radical Republicans had their own ideas about what should be done to the South.

They wanted to punish the Southern states. They thought that Lincoln was letting them

off the hook too easily. They did not agree with Lincoln or Johnson's Plans. Radical

Republicans were antislavery and wanted to give equal rights to whites and blacks,

including the right to vote. Stevens, one of the Radical Republicans, said, "What is Negro

equality? It means... every man, no matter what his race or color; every earthly being who

has an immortal soul, has an equal right to justice, honesty, and fair play with every other

man; and the law should secure him those rights." Also, they wanted the government to

confiscate plantations owned by wealthy Southerners. They made up the Wade-Davis

Bill. This required half of states voters to swear loyalty to the North. They wanted all of

t changes to come immediately, not over tune. Radical Republicans did not want the
ias^AWJA)

South to join, and d£&&ofe not that easily.

Southern Democrats looked at it in a completely different way. Threats against Lincoln's

life started before he officially became the president. Maryland opposed Lincohi and
Kt^V^^^.Orv^^^ fXOJA^ ^0 b^

supported the Confederacy. The South most of all wanteglto_bg_free. They were tired of

being controlled all of the time. They wanted the military rule to end, and they wanted to



be their own, separate country with slavery. Southern Democrats wanted Lincoln dead as

soon as possible.

Lincoln's ideas on the situation made many people dislike him. He offered

amnestyjto the South. He wanted Americans to forget about the war. Mainly, Lincoln

wanted the South to rejoin very quickly. Under Lincoln's Reconstruction Plan, ten

percent of states voters had to give an oath to be loyal, and the state had to agree to the

13th Amendment, The plan allowed all white Southerners, except confederate leaders, to

become American citizens again by taking an oath. As for the Wade-Davis Bill, Lincoln

felt that it was way too harsh and he did not sign it. Lincoln's Reconstruction Plan led to

his assassination.

Lincoln was assassinated because many people, mostly Southern Democrats,

disagreed with his views on Reconstruction. The South felt that they had no freedom, no

say in anything that happened. They wanted to keep slavery. They assassinated Lincoln

in hope that they would be free to make their own decisions.
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After the Civil War, The south needed reconstruction but many political parties

had different views on the plan of reconstruction. ^c±mrcfe-&-ttefefi3on and the—

Southern Whites. Lincoln and Johnson wanted to change the South for the better. While

Southern Whites wanted no change. Reconstruction was time when the South needed

rebuilding after the war. This essay will explain these point of view and many more.

'^ /—" Lincoln and Johnson felt that the south needed help so instead of punishing them
/
/

/ they helped them. Lincoln's ideas of reconstruction are that amnesty was supposed to be

given to the south. Also 10% of the south voters had to take an oath stating that the south

can no longer succeed from the union. All slaves had to be free under the command of the

president. All properties were under federal command and the South had to form a new

government. The South had to rejoin under all those conditions. Then the 13th and 14th

amendment were passed. The 13l amendment was to abolish slavery while the 14th

amendment was to give all men equal rights.

Radical Republicans had the opposite views than Lincoln and Johnson. The

Radical Republicans thought that the South should be punished for there impudence.

They still have some common ground together like they still wanted to free the slaves.

v
But they did not want to follow the originafconstruction plan. When Lincoln died the

Radical Republicans tried to pass many laws that President Johnson vetoed but was over

ruled by Congress. Even though they wanted to free the slaves they still used black codes.

Black Codes were laws that prevented African-Americans from voting, working skilled

jobs, and owning land. But they still cared enough for them to free them.



Southern Whites (Conservatives) didn't want change because they thought that >

what they were doing was fine and there government was expectable. After the war the

North was controlling the South. The North brought soldiers to the south to place all

southern land under federal properties. Which means that the President can have control

of southern properties. The South thought that they were being treated unfairly but in

reality this was the nicest thing that the president could do instead of punishing them.

And they thought that they were being bossed around. The south wanted no change

mainly because of them not having slaves any more. Also, they didn't want to feel

controlled so that's why they didn't want to change.

In Conclusion, The South and North had many different views on reconstruction.

ffheyfrwlh wanted to change the South for the better and give them amnesty. The

^^
Radical Republicans wanted to punish the South for succeeding from the Union. The

Southern Whites wanted no change because they felt the North was controlling them. So

these were many different views in this essay.



Science,
Grade 8

Gold and mercury
Gold and mercury are both harmful elements. Gold can

irritate the skin and eyes. It can also cause an allergic reaction
when it comes contact to skin. Mercury is very poisonous when
ingested, it can even cause death. Ingesting mercury can also lead
to brain deterioration. The elements gold and mercury create a
better villain than super hero because both elements have negative
effects on the human body.

Mercury otherwise knows as quicksilver is a very toxic metal
that can slowly shut down the central nervous system. Ingesting
quicksilver will lead to madness. It's the worst kind of pain. This is
due to a person doesn't know they have it until the symptoms start
to take affect. Overall mercury can lead to a very painful death that
shuts down the central nervous system.

Gold has many traits that would make a better villain than
superhero. For example it has a high melting point, therefore it can
withstand high temperatures without melting. Gold is also an
excellent conductor of electricity. It's almost as good as copper
except it doesn't rust like copper does. It is a very malleable metal.
With it being so malleable it enhances the super power of the
villain. The traits of gold such as malleability, conductivity and a
high melting point enhance its powers.

Both these metals have a weakness that will be a
disadvantage to my villain, Archangel, who has the traits of both
gold and quicksilver. First, both metals are very dense; this makes
it unable to fly. Along with flying(a)rchangel would sink if she tried
to swim. Another disadvantage is that gold has a short half-life,
therefore so does my villain. Gold's half-life is only 2.7 days. Gold
is an extremely soft metal when not mixed with silver or copper.
This makes it easy to dent when attacked. These weaknesses of
element number 79 and quicksilver would certainly add limitations
to whatQrchangel can do.



With every disadvantage there's always a gain elsewhere.
Gold is a very malleable metal that can be a negative and positive
trait Its strength is being able to become different shapes without
breaking. Furthermore Archangel would have incredible flexibility.
Another plus would be the speed and quickness of(witcB)liquid
mercury flows. That speed will greatly help my villain. Archangel
has another great strength, her form. She takes the form of a wolf,
which has an incredibly keen sense of smell. This extra strength
will be of great advantage. Elements gold and mercury both have
amazing strengths that will improve Archangel's powers.

Elements number 79 and 80 are both metals that have
negative effects on the body. The powers of my villain Archangel
are increased by the characteristics of mercury and gold. Along
with the strengths and weaknesses the traits of both elements can
create something deadly. The negative effects outweigh the
positive therefore making the combination of gold and mercury a
better villain than superhero.
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November 16,2010

Grode 8
The Literary Tone of Edgar Allen Poe

To the average reader, the famed writer Edgar Allen Poe, was nothing more than

a twisted and perverse author. But in truth, Poe was just a man whose misfortune and

tribulation trailed him to the bitter end. Often times Poe's misery bled and melded into

his works. "The Tell-Tale Heart" for example, exhibited strong tones of agony and

despair. For those who are unfamiliar with the term, tone is used to describe the feeling

that the author projects onto his or her readers. And after researching multiple sources on

Poe's unhappy life, I can say without regret that Poe's gloomy outlook on life was no

fault of his,

Edgar's shadow of hard luck had loomed over him from his very first breath. His

father, unknown to the world, had abandoned his family shortly after Poe was bom.

Unfortunately, Poe's mother would succumb to illness shortly after. Our orphaned

novelist was then taken into to the family of John Allen. For a while, things were glum

for Poe, but things changed when the literary genius reached the age of 15. Poe had

enrolled himself into the University of Virginia. At the end of his first session, Poe was a

member of the Jefferson Literary Society as well as a top-notch student. But to his

dismay, Poe found that his "father" was completely against the very thought of his return

due to various expenses that included the tuition required to enter the school. And in an

effort to convince his faster father to allow him to return, Edgar started a fight which

ended with him lacking funds, and a home to return to. This sequence of unfortunate

events probably contributed to Poe's harsh and unhappy tones. To any one person it

would seem obvious that Poe's life was very closely connected with his life. A quote

from the story "The Tell-Tale Heart" states "It was not a groan of pain or of grief — oh,

no! It was the low stifled sound that arises from the bottom of the soul" (pg.l par.6).



Through this one well composed sentence, the reader can see how Poe's childhood

strongly affected his mood and tone. It is very sad that Poe's adulthood would be no

better.

After being banished from the Allen home, Poe took refuge in Boston city. There

he published a book of poetry. Later in 1829, Poe published a second book: "Al Aaraaf,

Tamerlane and minor poems. And after another untimely quarrel with his "father" Edgar

would no longer receive postal money. Poe then moved in with his aunt, Mrs. Clemm.

While a resident within her home, Poe began writing prose tales. Five even appeared in

the Philadelphia Saturday Courier in 1832. It was three years later that Poe began his

career as an editor. His poem "The Raven" made him famous. It was also around this

time when Edgar married his young cousin Virginia Clemrn. This period of elation

would only last a short while though. "The Broadway Journal" (place in which Poe was

employed) went bankrupt in 3 846. A short year later in 1847, his adored wife Virginia

pasted away. Here again, we can find how Poe's life was connected to his many writings.

In the poem "A Dream Within A Dream" Poe states "0 God! can I not save, One from

the pitiless wave?" (pg.lpar.2). I believe that Poe is referring to the many loved ones

who had either eluded him through death or avoidance. Either way, in the end, Poe is

left to drown in his own solitude. Which brings us to the mysterious circumstances of his

own death.

Poe's final years were the harshest that he would ever know. As stated in the

previous paragraph, Poe's editing career and marriage ended within a year from each

other. But the most intriguing thing about his mysterious death was the fact that no one

actually knows the cause of his death. Some say that it was due to his bad drinking habits

while others think that he simply died of grief. He was found unconscious in the streets

of Baltimore. He was taken to a hospital where he finally died. The poor man was only

40 years old when he pasted away. He was buried respectfully in the Westminster hall

burying ground.

In conclusion., Poe's life wasn't as glamorous as many people have liked to think,

he struggled to survive the living nightmare that he was thrust into. As Poe states in "The

Tell-Taie Heart*', "they were making a mockery of my horror!"(pg.l par.12). This



sentence could be used to describe all of Poe's life. In the end, life was very literally

making a mockery of P°e- It gave him a false sense of security then snatched it away

from under him. So in many ways, Poe's life was connected lo his writings. The only

product of his misery was his many stories, poems, and one unpublished drama. May this

paper cause the reader to appreciate not only the story, but the author behind it.
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Development of Civilization in Mesopotamia

Did you ever wonder how the first civilization started? Mesopotamia began as

the first civilization in 3500 B.C. As their society grew, so did their ideas. They

enhanced farming, practiced the first religions, created many new inventions and

established the first organized government. As these ideas began to take hold, their

cities became more powerful on a national level, As a result of the population growth,

Mesopotamia became a world power for several hundred years.

Mesopotamia was one of the world's first civilizations located in what is now

modern day Iraq. The name Mesopotamia comes from the Greek word meaning

"land between the rivers". The two rivers that surrounded Mesopotamia were the

Tigris and Euphrates, which helped nourish the soil and made it perfect for farming.

These rivers also provided the Mesopotamians with fresh water, fish, and

transportation. Having good farming soil allowed some people to concentrate on

other work activities.

Religion also had a large impact on Mesopotamia life. The Sumerians were

polytheistic people, hence they believed in several gods. In total, they worshipped

seven main gods: consisting of the god of the moon, sun, sky and a few others. To

worship their gods, the Sumerians built ziggurats; a pyramid shaped buildings

where the Mesopotamians worshipped their gods. A ziggurat dominated the city and

only priests and priestesses could enter the top shrine. Aside from the main gods.

Friday, OctoOer 22, 2010 1:19:49 PM ET 00:1b:63:39'80:1b



men had personal gods. The women were not deemed important, so they had no

personal gods. Overall, religion was a key aspect of life to the Sumerians.

The Sumerians had created many inventions for society. One primary

invention was the wheel. This was an essential invention and even impacted the

world today. The wheel helped people travel from place to place quicker, and it also

enhanced trade. Another use of the wheel was to roll heavy objects rather than

depending on manual labor. Along with the wheel the Sumerians invented the first

written language, This language consisted of wedge shaped lines called cuneiform.

Within this language, they had over 600 symbols. Soon after these discoveries the

Sumerians effectively changed society. Sumerians then came up with another idea...

government

Government also impacted population growth in Mesopotamia. Hammurabi

came up with hundreds of different rules for people to follow. These rules were

supposed to be fair to all, even though they were a little lopsided. Generally,

Hammurabi's laws were very odd and gruesome. For instance "an eye for an eye" or

"a tooth for a tooth"; which meant that you would get a taste of your own medicine.

Though his laws were brutal, they worked and kept his cities in line and made him a

good king. The king was the highest rank in the Sumerian civilization, seconded by

the priests and scribes. Then, in the middle class were the merchants, farmers, the

artisans etc. Lastly, the lowest class was the slaves. As these social classes became

more defined the Mesopotamian civilization became well rounded and powerful.

In conclusion, as a result of population growth in Mesopotamia, civilization

rose and became much stronger, This civilization is the stepping-stone of our



modern life. Mesopotamians created the concepts of religion, government, and

improved technology and farming, If it wasn't for their ingenuity, we would dwell in

a more primitive world. Their ideas might seem small and inconsequential, but if we

didn't have these simple things, life would be much harder today. I can infer that

with the larger numbers of people, new ideas came faster and easier. Mesopotamia

gave the world some of the greatest ideas known to man.

Friday, October 22, 2010 1:19:49 PM ET 00:1b:63:39:8Q:1b
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The Literary Tone of Edgar Allan Poe

The name Edgar Allan Poe brings gruesome images of murders, premature

burials, and strange women who return from the dead. Tone is the attitude the author has

towards the audience and characters. Poe's childhood, adult-life, and suspicions about

death caused the tone for everything he wrote. All of his poems and stories such as "The

Tell-Tale Heart", and "The Raven". "While Edgar Allan Poe was writing "The Tell-Tale

Heart" he must have been facing an atrocious event that caused him to write sentences

such as "First of all I dismembered the corpse. I cut off the head and the arms and the

legs". Every sentence Poe wrote similar to the one from "The Tell-Tale Heart" gave me a

creepy and dreary feeling. Edgar Allan Poe faced many challenges and tragic events

throughout his entire life; which caused him to write with a dark tone.

"Poe's life became unhappy because of his fathers desertion from the family and

the death of his mother when he was only two years old" ("Edgar Allan Poe", 633). As a

child, facing events like a member in your family dying or someone you love can scar

you for life; maybe causing the dark feeling for his writing. Poe's mother, Elizabeth

Arnold Poe died in Richmond on December 8, 1811. Poe was a foster child since the age

of two. He was orphaned by John and Frances of Virginia. When his foster father, Mr.

Allan failed to give Poe enough money for expenses and debts he created. Mr. Allan did

not approve and he refused to let him return to the university.. Poe and Mr. Allan got into

a fight and Poe moved back to Boston. Poe got expelled from West Point and he began



looking for work as a journalist, but money was scarce! The feeling of being abandoned

and a loved one killed can really change the way an individual looks towards life.

During Poe's adult-life he moved to Baltimore to live with his Aunt, Mrs. Marie

Poe Clemm. On May 16, 1836 Poe married his young cousin, Virginia Clemm in

Richmond. Virginia soon became extremely ill and died on January 30, 1847. After

Poe's wife died he became deeply depressed and as Wilson wrote in his biography on

Poe that he was "Unable to drink even a little of alcohol without a complete change of

personality". That statement meant that if Poe even drank a little bit of alcohol, no one

would recognize him because he'd act completely different than usual. Poe's adult-life

relates to his tone because his wife passed away putting him into a depression.

Edgar Allan Poe died on Sunday October 7,1849. On October 3rd, 1849 Jos. W.

Walker sent Poe's doctor a mysterious letter. "Poe was buried in the yard of Westminster

Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, Maryland" (Wilson). "Annabel Lee" was Poe's last

completed piece of work before his death. According to some people "Annabel Lee" was

about Virginia! A fifty year tradition of placing three red roses and a bottle of cognac at

the grave of Edgar Allan Poe in Baltimore. This tradition began in 1849 and it is when

many people go to watch a mysterious man place the items on his grave. "The last four

days of Poe's life remains unknown" (Hansen, 637). The day Poe was taken unconscious

to a hospital his doctor's words were "Deeply depressed, delirious, haggard" ("Edgar

Allan Poe", 633). Poe's life had so many ironic twists. Such as his mother died when he

was only two, and his wife died two years before him. The suspicions about Poe's death

relate to my chosen tone because his death was a mystery and no one knows how or why

he died. Also, the mystery of his death causes the story to be dark,



Edgar Allan Poe faced many challenges and tragic events throughout his entire

life; which caused him to write with a dark tone. The connection between "Birthday

Ritual a Grave Tradition", and Foe's tone is that the events in the newspaper article are

dark, like when the mysteriously dressed man visits Poe's grave. Poe will be remembered

by his stories and poems and that he is the reason we have our modern day authors such

as Stephen King. Poe's legacy is being the master of horror, and for inventing detective

fiction and possibly science-fiction as well.
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Development of the First Civilization

As a result of population growth in Mesopotamia, a civilization was

developed. These early humans were able to thrive due to the geography of

Mesopotamia. It was located between two rivers, which provided most of the

components for life in the first civilization. From these two rivers, Mesopotamia

grew as a civilization and societies with cities, governments, art, religion, class

divisions, and a writing system were formed.

The two rivers from which Mesopotamia was started from were called the

Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. These rivers would flood the area and release silt into

the soil. This silt would make the soil fertile, making it perfect to plant and grow

crops. Over time, farmers learned how to use irrigation. They could control floods

with dams and channels. Once they learned to do this, they had a surplus of food.

This surplus of food created a specialization of jobs in Mesopotamia. Among these

jobs created were farmers, traders, fishers, merchants, and skilled artisans.

Even in Mesopotamia, certain people were treated differently. After time, the

jobs of people created different class divisions in Mesopotamia. These classes

consisted of an upper class, middle class, and a lower class. In the upper class were

kings, priests, and government officials. The middle class was made up by artisans,

merchants, fishers, and farmers. Slaves who worked on farms and in temples made

up the lower class. With this specialization of jobs, a writing system was formed.

This writing system was called cuneiform and certain people called scribes were the

only ones who knew how to use it

Once cuneiform was created, people in Mesopotamia could record history.

Cuneiform was made up of wedge-shaped lines. Scribes would write cuneiform on a

wet clay tablet, Once it would dry, they had information to keep permanently. The

oldest known story was written in cuneiform and was called The Epic of Gilgamesh.

Scribes had to train in schools for a long period of time in order to learn how to

write cuneiform. There were over 600 symbols in the alphabet that those humans

used. After humans could keep permanent records, a legal system was created.



As more and more people came to Mesopotamia, this legal system was

needed. In order to keep the people of Mesopotamia under control, it was split up

into provinces called city-states. Some of the first laws included the dismissal of

corrupt government officials and laws protecting widows, the elderly, and orphans.

Laws for farming were also included. Once a standard set of weights and measures

were created, royal scribes carved laws into clay tablets and displayed them through

the city.

All of this allowed for Mesopotamia to continue on for many years until it

became conquered by the Persians. These early humans were able to use their

knowledge to create the first ever civilization. This land would have not provided

life for humans unless the population grew as it did. With more people,

Mesopotamia was able to develop jobs, a writing system, a legal system, and the

ability to trade. It also created other essentials for life in this time. Mesopotamia

may not exist anymore, but it will always be remembered as the "land between two

rivers."
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