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Thank you 
 
Thank you for your willingness to 

participate in this study during the 

development and field-testing of the 

new instructional tools. Much of the 

work of educational researchers 

would not happen without the 

involvement and insights of teachers 

and other educational professionals.  

About Research for Action 
 
Research for Action is a Philadelphia-

based, non-profit organization engaged 

in education research and policy 

evaluation. Founded in 1992, RFA 

works with public school districts, 

educational institutions, and community 

organizations to examine some of the 

most pressing educational issues of the 

21
st
 century. We take pride in the 

inclusion of multiple voices in our 

research – from parents, students, and 

community based organizations to 

teachers, administrators, and state level 

policymakers. 
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Description of research during pilot phase: Research for Action is 

leading the study of the new literacy and math tools supported by the Gates 

Foundation that are being piloted throughout the country. This initiative focuses on 

field-testing the newly developed tools which are designed to align with the Common 

Core State Standards in grades 6-12.   

 

During this two-year study, we will interview and survey a range of teachers and 

school professionals and observe their use of the tools in the classroom setting. Their 

thoughts and insight will inform the thinking of the Gates Foundation, tool 

developers, and the sites about the utility of the tools and the types of supports needed 

to use them at the school, district, and state level. We will also gather a range of 

materials related to the use of the tools, such as assignments and student work. The 

information collected from the sites will allow the Gates Foundation and the tool 

developers to generate a strategy for bringing this initiative to scale and to revise the 

instructional tools and support activities for more effective use in the classroom.    

 

 

Timeline: Research will begin in 

September 2010 and extend through May 

2012. During that time, we will visit each 

site one or more times for approximately 

three days to collect feedback from 

teachers, instructional leaders, and 

classrooms. RFA will also visit 

professional development sessions. 

 

Your Participation: During our field 

observations, you can expect researchers 

to:  

 Interview teachers and instructional, 

school and district leaders. We will 

request permission to audio record 

interviews; 

 Visit classrooms and attend 

professional development sessions 

(notes will be taken); 

 Ask teachers to share tasks, 

templates and modules (literacy 

only); 

 Ask teachers and instructional 

leaders to complete a survey; 

 Ask teachers to share student work 

samples; 

 Ask students to complete a survey; 

 Collect baseline student literacy 

achievement data. 

 

Be assured that all information collected 

for the study is strictly confidential. Neither 

individuals nor schools will be indentified 

in reports produced for this research. 

Furthermore, the funding your district has 

received is not tied to the feedback given to 

the Gates Foundation or the tool 

developers. 

Overview of the Gates Instructional Tools Initiative: The Gates Foundation is 

partnering with the Shell Center (math) and the Literacy Design Collaborative 

(literacy) to develop instructional materials that align with the newly 

developed Common Core State Standards (CCSS). These tools are being 

piloted and developed in multiple sites across the country.  Each district site 

brings a unique local and state context that will be instrumental in 

understanding the use of the instructional tools in the classroom.  

 

The Gates Foundation is interested in obtaining feedback from all who are 

participating in the pilot phase of this initiative so that mid-course corrections can be 

made if necessary. In working with the Gates Foundation, the research is designed to 

understand the quality and the utility of the instructional tools, validate their 

alignment to the CCSS; and to ensure that the Foundation and its partners hear the 

voices of teachers, students and school administrators as this initiative is carried out. 


