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Literacy Design Collaborative Argumentative Teaching Task 
 

Discipline (Science, Social Studies/History, etc.): Social Studies/History 
Course: Ancient World History 
Grade(s)/Level:  8 
Duration (number of days or lessons): 
Author(s):  Dan Rau and Chad Thomas 
Contact information (name, email):  

Objectives:  
 

The Students will: 

• Compare the roles individuals played in history 

• Analyze the impact of Alexander the Great from a historical perspective 

• Read, analyze and gather relevant information from multiple texts 

• Write an evidence-based argumentative essay including competing viewpoints 
Background Statement  
 

Throughout history, many military leaders have led conquests as a way to increase power and as a result have established an 
improved status in modern textbooks. Some of the most exceptional of these generals have been assigned the label of “great”. 
Historians often argue in comparing the greatest of these commanders and whether they deserve such reverence. One of the men 
that is always used as a standard-bearer is Alexander the Great, because of his success in battle and the influence he had on those 
that followed. The question really becomes, how “great” was this young Macedonian king? 

 
Template Task (include number, type, level) Teaching Task 

 
Task 2  Argumentation/Analysis  
[Insert essential question] After reading _____ (literature or informational 
texts), write an _________(essay or substitute) that addresses the question 
and support your position with evidence from the text(s). L2 Be sure to 
acknowledge competing views. L3 Give examples from past or current 
events or issues to illustrate and clarify your position 
 

From a historical perspective, how “great” was 
Alexander as a military commander? After reading a 
variety of informational and persuasive texts, write 
an essay that addresses the question and support 
your position with evidence from the text(s). L2 Be 
sure to acknowledge competing views. L3 Give 
examples from past or current events or issues to 
illustrate and clarify your position 

Texts/Articles/Media                                                                                          Vocabulary (Tier 3) 
Materials for teaching task: 
Brown , Bryan. "Alexander the Great: This Great Military Genius Changed the 
World." Junior Scholastic. 21 October 2005: 12-13. Print.  
"Alexander the Great and Visionary Leadership." Journal. July 2005: Print. 
http://www.articleclick.com/Article/The-Legacy-of-Alexander-the-Great/922862 
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/story?id=97611&page=1 
http://www.livius.org/aj-al/alexander/alexander_t65.html 
http://www.diffen.com/difference/Alexander_The_Great_vs_Napolean_Bonaparte 
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupid?key=olbp32953 
Related Materials: 
Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov/index.html 
National Geographic 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/05/070515-alexander-great.html 

 
legions-a large group of armed men 
 
allies- person, group, or nation associated 
with another for a common cause or 
purpose 
 
 

Content Standards: Insert appropriate content standards as defined by your state/district. 
Number Content Standard(s) 
 
8.4.8.A 

Compare the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and 
Economic development through world history 

 
8.4.8.C 

Illustrate how continuity and change have impacted world history.  

• Belief systems and religions  

• Commerce and industry  

• Technology  

• Politics and government  

• Physical and human geography  

• Social organizations  

 
8.4.8D 

Compare conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations which have impacted the history and 
development of the world. 
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Number College and Career Ready Anchor Standards for Reading (Argumentation) 

1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; 
cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the 
test. 

3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a 
text. 

8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge 
or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
Number College and Career Ready Anchor Standards for Writing (Argumentation) 

1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audience. 

 
CCS to PA Standards: Insert appropriate standards as defined by your state/district.  

Common Core Standard(s)  Corresponding PA Academic Standard(s) 

CC.6-8.R.H.1 Key Ideas and Details: Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis of primary and  
secondary sources. 

 
1.2.8.D. Inferences: Draw inferences and conclusions based 
on a variety of information sources, citing evidence from 
multiple texts to support answers. 

CC.6-8.R.H.2 Key Ideas and Details: Determine the central 
ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 

 
1.1.8.A. Purpose of Reading: Apply appropriate strategies 
to interpret and analyze author’s 
purpose, using grade level text. 
 
1.2.8.A. Text Organization: Evaluate text organization 
and content to determine the author’s 
purpose, point of view, and effectiveness according to the 
author’s theses, accuracy, 
thoroughness, and patterns of logic. 

CC.6-8.R.H.6 Craft and Structure: Identify aspects of a text 
that reveal an author’s point of view or 
 purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts). 

 
1.2.8.A. Text Organization: Evaluate text organization 
and content to determine the author’s 
purpose, point of view, and effectiveness according to the 
author’s theses, accuracy, 
thoroughness, and patterns of logic. 

 
CC.6-8.R.H.7 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Integrate 
visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs,  
photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print 
and digital texts. 

 
1.2.8.B. Fact and Opinion: Differentiate fact from opinion 
utilizing resources that go beyond 
traditional texts (e.g., newspapers, periodicals, consumer and 
public documents, electronic 
media). 
 
1.9.8.B. Evaluating Media Sources: Analyze the 
techniques of particular media messages. 

CC.6-8.R.H.8 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned 
 judgment in a text 

 
1.1.8.D. Comprehension and Interpretation: 
Demonstrate comprehension / understanding 
before reading, during reading, and after reading on grade 
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level texts through strategies such 
as comparing and contrasting texts, describing context, 
analyzing positions and arguments, 
and citing evidence in text. 
 
1.2.8.C. Essential and Nonessential Text: Distinguish 
between essential and nonessential 
information across a texts to a variety of media; identify bias 
and propaganda where present. 

CC.6-8.R.H.9  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Analyze 
the relationship between a primary 
 and secondary source on the same topic. 

 
1.1.8.D. Comprehension and Interpretation: 
Demonstrate comprehension / understanding 
before reading, during reading, and after reading on grade 
level texts through strategies such 
as comparing and contrasting texts, describing context, 
analyzing positions and arguments, 
and citing evidence in text. 
 
1.2.8.D. Inferences: Draw inferences and conclusions based 
on a variety of information 
sources, citing evidence from multiple texts to support 
answers. 

CC.6-8.R.H.10 Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity: By the end of grade 8, read and 
 comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 
1.1.8.D. Comprehension and Interpretation: 
Demonstrate comprehension / understanding 
before reading, during reading, and after reading on grade 
level texts through strategies such 
as comparing and contrasting texts, describing context, 
analyzing positions and arguments, 
and citing evidence in text. 

 
CC.6-8.W.HST.1 Text Types and Purposes: Write 
arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
 
 
. 
 
 

1.4.8.C. Persuasive: Write persuasive pieces. 
• Include a clearly stated position or opinion. 
• Include convincing, elaborated, and properly cited evidence. 
• Anticipate and counter reader concerns and arguments. 

CC.6-8.W.HST.1.aText Types and Purposes: Introduce 
claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge 
 and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and organize the reasons and  
evidence logically. 
 
 

 
1.4.8.C. Persuasive: Write persuasive pieces. 
• Include a clearly stated position or opinion. 
• Include convincing, elaborated, and properly cited evidence. 
• Anticipate and counter reader concerns and arguments  
 
1.5.8.B. Content: Develop content appropriate for the 
topic. 
• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of 
information. 
• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience. 
• Write paragraphs that have details and information specific 
to the topic and relevant to the focus. 
 
1.5.8.C. Organization: Write with controlled and/or subtle 
organization. 
• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between 
paragraphs. 
• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 
• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 
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CC.6-8.W.HST.1.b Text Types and Purposes: Support 
claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
 relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources 
 

 
1.4.8.C. Persuasive: Write persuasive pieces. 
• Include a clearly stated position or opinion. 
• Include convincing, elaborated, and properly cited evidence. 
• Anticipate and counter reader concerns and arguments  
 
1.8.8.C. Organization and Production of Final 
Product: Produce an organized product that presents and 
reflects on findings, draws sound conclusions, and gives 
proper credit to sources. 

CC.6-8.W.HST.1.c Text Types and Purposes: Use words, 
phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence 

 
1.5.8.C. Organization: Write with controlled and/or subtle 
organization. 
• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between 
paragraphs. 
• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 
• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 
 
1.5.8.D. Style: Write with an understanding of style, using a 
variety of sentence structures 
and descriptive word choices. Create tone and voice through 
the use of precise language. 

CC.6-8.W.HST.1.d Text Types and Purposes: Establish and 
maintain a formal style. 
 
 

 
1.5.8.D. Style: Write with an understanding of style, using a 
variety of sentence structures and descriptive word choices. 
Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 
 
1.7.8.A. Formal and Informal Language: Analyze 
differences in formal and informal language 
used in speech, writing, and literature. 

CC.6-8.W.HST.1.e Text Types and Purposes: Provide a 
concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the argument presented. 

 
1.5.8.C. Organization: Write with controlled and/or subtle 
organization. 
• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between 
paragraphs. 
• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 
• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 

 
CC.6-8.W.HST.4  Production and Distribution of Writing: 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.. 

 
1.5.8.A. Focus: Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, 
task, and audience and establishing 
a single point of view. 
 
1.5.8.B. Content: Develop content appropriate for the 
topic. 
• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of 
information. 
• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience. 
• Write paragraphs that have details and information specific 
to the topic and relevant to the 
focus. 
 
1.5.8.C. Organization: Write with controlled and/or subtle 
organization. 
• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between 
paragraphs. 
• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 
• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 
 
1.5.8.D. Style: Write with an understanding of style, using a 
variety of sentence structures 
and descriptive word choices. Create tone and voice through 
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the use of precise language. 
 
1.5.8.E. Editing: Revise writing after rethinking logic of 
organization and rechecking central 
idea, content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, 
tone, and word choice. 
. 

 
CC.6-8.W.HST.5 Production and Distribution of 
Writing: With some guidance and support 
 from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience 
 have been addressed 

 
1.5.8.E. Editing: Revise writing after rethinking logic of 
organization and rechecking central 
idea, content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, 
tone, and word choice. 
 
1.5.8.F. Convention: Use grade appropriate conventions of 
language when writing and editing. 
• Spell common, frequently used words correctly. 
• Use capital letters correctly. 
• Punctuate correctly. 
• Use correct grammar and sentence formation. 

 
CC.6-8.W.HST.9.Research to Build and Present 
Knowledge: Draw evidence from  informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research 

 
1.2.8.D. Inferences: Draw inferences and conclusions based  
on a variety of information sources, citing evidence from 
multiple texts to support answers. 
 
1.2.8.E. Text Analysis and Evaluation: Read, understand, 
and respond to essential content of 
text and documents in all academic areas. 
 
1.8.8.C. Organization and Production of Final 
Product: Produce an organized product that 
presents and reflects on findings, draws sound conclusions, 
and gives proper credit to sources. 

 
CC.6-8.W.HST.10 Range of Writing: Write routinely 
over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.. 

 
1.5.8.A. Focus: Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, 
task, and audience and establishing a single point  of view. 
 
1.5.8.B. Content: Develop content appropriate for the 
topic. 
• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of 
information. 
• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience. 
• Write paragraphs that have details and information specific 
to the topic and relevant to the 
focus. 
 
1.5.8.C. Organization: Write with controlled and/or subtle 
organization. 
• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between 
paragraphs. 
• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 
• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 
 
1.5.8.D. Style: Write with an understanding of style, using a 
variety of sentence structures and descriptive word choices. 
Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 
 
1.5.8.E. Editing: Revise writing after rethinking logic of 
organization and rechecking central idea, content, paragraph 
development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice. 
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LDC Argumentation Rubric for Teaching Task 
ADVANCED 

Focus Addresses all aspects of the prompt with a highly focused and convincing response.  
Reading/Research Demonstrates accurate and effective use of reading materials to develop argument or proposal 

and a solid understanding of content as presented in the prompt. 
Controlling Idea Establishes a substantive and credible claim or proposal (L2) Acknowledges relevant competing 

arguments, defending or qualifying the claim or proposal as appropriate. 
Development Develops a detailed and convincing argument or proposal; provides relevant evidence in the 

form of examples or explanations with statements from reading material. (L3) Makes a 
clarifying connection(s) that illuminates argument and adds depth to reasoning. 

Organization Applies an appropriate text structure that develops reasoning; applies a logic model, such as 
deductive reasoning. 

Conventions Demonstrates a well-developed command of standard English conventions and cohesion; 
employs language and tone appropriate to audience and purpose. 

MEETS EXPECTATIONS 
Focus Addresses the prompt and stays on task; provides a generally convincing response. 
Reading/Research Demonstrates generally effective use of reading materials to develop argument or proposal and 

an understanding of the content as presented in the prompt. 
Controlling Idea Establishes a credible claim or proposal (L2) Acknowledges competing arguments while 

defending the claim or proposal. 
Development Develops a satisfactory argument or proposal using reasoning with adequate detail to support 

claim or proposal; provides evidence from text(s) in the form of examples or explanations 
relevant to the argument or proposal. (L3) Makes a relevant connection that helps to clarify 
argument or proposal. 

Organization Applies an appropriate text structure that develops reasoning; applies a logic model. 
Conventions Demonstrates a satisfactory command of standard English conventions and cohesion; employs 

language and tone appropriate to audience and purpose. 

NOT YET 
Focus Attempts to address prompt but lacks focus or is off-task. 
Reading/Research Demonstrates weak use of reading materials to develop argument or proposal. 
Controlling Idea Establishes a claim or proposal but is weak or off task; (L2) Attempts to acknowledge 

competing arguments. 
Development Lacks details to support reasoning; examples or explanations are weak or not relevant. (L3) 

Connection is not relevant. 
Organization Provides a weak text structure; composition is confusing. 
Conventions Demonstrates a weak command of standard English conventions; lacks cohesion; language and 

tone are not appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
 


