
    ELIZABETHTOWN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
600 East High Street 

Elizabethtown, PA  17022 
 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS - TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20,  2011 - 7:30 P.M.  

 
The Elizabethtown Area Board of School Directors met in the High School large group 
instruction room with President Rowley presiding and the following directors in attendance:  
Mrs. Clark (arrived 8:25), Mr. Cronin, Mrs. Pelna, Dr. Ritsch, Mr. Seiders, and Mr. Shank.  Also 
the following were in attendance:  Mrs. Balliet, Secy. Maxwell, Mr. Schwarzman, Mrs. Steward, 
Mr. Kiehl, Mr. Portser, Mr. Piper, Mr. Viau, Dr. Spagnolo, and members of the faculty, media, 
and community. 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Rowley with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
All Board members were present, except Mrs. Clark (who arrived at 8:25), Mrs. Ardner, and  
Ms. Lalvani.  
 
Dr. Ritsch moved that the minutes of the Curriculum Committee meetings of June 14 and  
July 19, 2011, the Policy Committee meeting of July 12, and the regular meeting of July 19, 
2011, be approved as received by mail.  Mr. Seiders seconded the motion.  All members present 
voted in favor. 
 
Mr. Rowley announced it is the unanimous consent that the Board has offered Michele Balliet 
the position of superintendent.  A formal vote will be taken on this once a contract is agreed to 
and settled.   
 
CITIZENS' COMMENTS: 
 
MacKenzie Deardorff appreciates the work that the District is doing to improve the 
transportation schedules but is not pleased with the customer service aspect of Petermann Bus 
Company.  She is concerned that the students are being assigned four to a seat.  
 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER: 
 
Mrs. Balliet presented the Treasurer's Report as of August 31, 2011.  Dr. Ritsch moved that the 
report be adopted as presented and also moved the General Fund expenditures amounting to 
$7,141,185.54, the Cafeteria Fund expenditures amounting to $84,791.31, the Athletic Fund 
expenditures amounting to $29,508.67, the Capital Reserve Fund Section 1432 expenditures 
amounting to $51,433.94, the Bond Construction Fund GO 2007 expenditures amounting to 
$3,642,019.96, and the Education Scholarship Fund expenditures amounting to $500.00, all for 
September 2011, be approved and paid.  Mr. Shank seconded the motion.  On a roll call vote, all 
members present voted in favor.  (Copies of the Treasurer's Report and said expenditures are 
attached to the minutes.) 
 
General Fund Budget Summary Report as of August 31, 2011 
General Fund Revenue Summary Report as of August 31, 2011 
 
These were presented as reports to Board members. 



   
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT: 
 
Opening Day 2011 Presentation 

 
Mr. Portser shared the slide show that was used at the all staff back-to-school day presentation, 
which highlighted last year in review.   

 
Agriculture Advisory Committee 

 
Dr. Ritsch moved to approve the Agricultural Advisory Committee for 2011-12.  Mr. Shank 
seconded the motion.  All members present voted in favor. 

 
Waived Tuition   
 
Mr. Shank moved approval of two students applying for tuition exemption per Policy 202 for the 
2010-2011 school year.  Mr. Cronin seconded the motion.  All members present voted in favor.  
(see attached) 

 
Bus Schedules 

 
Mr. Seiders moved approval for proposed changes for select 2011-12 bus schedules, including 
adding two additional buses to the elementary bus runs (Bus E-26 and Bus E-27) to alleviate 
student ride times and alleviate student capacity issues.  This will affect six current bus schedules 
(Bus E-5, Bus E-9, Bus E-18, Bus E-2, Bus E-14, and Bus E-7).  These new bus runs will be 
implemented on September 28, 2011.  Mr. Shank seconded the motion.  On a roll call vote, all 
members present voted in favor.   

 
Construction Change Orders 

 
Mr. Seiders moved approval of East High Street Elementary change orders: 
 
• #13 - deduct of $2,200 for a sewer line adjustment 
• #14 - add of $536 to modify casework to accommodate sprinkler system 
• #15 - add of $3,160 for modifications to the kitchen stoop 
• #13 - add of $933.35 for additional floor boxes 
• #  4 - add of $2,197 to relocate a fire department connection 
 
Mr. Cronin seconded the motion.  On a roll call vote, all members present voted in favor. 
 
Donation Request  
 
Mr. Shank moved approval of a donation request from Jeanne Groeneveld, a community 
member, who has donated a stepper exercise machine for the wellness center, estimated value of 
$800.  Mr. Cronin seconded the motion.  On a roll call vote, all members present voted in favor. 
 
 
 
 
 



Policies 
 
Mr. Shank moved approval, on first reading, of the following policies: 
   
  a.  Policy 217, Graduation Requirements 
  b.  Policy 218, Student Discipline 
  c. Policy 218.1, Weapons 
  d. Policy 218.2, Terroristic Threats and Acts 
  e. Policy 222, Tobacco Use 
  f. Policy 237, Student Personal Electronic Devices 
  g. Policy 808, Food Services 
 
Dr. Ritsch seconded the motion.  All members present voted in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mr. Cronin moved approval of the personnel report (attachment -- pending receipt and 
completion of necessary paperwork for new hires).  Mrs. Pelna seconded the motion.  On a roll 
call vote, all members present voted in favor except Mr. Shank who abstained.  
 
Mr. Cronin moved approval of the Wage and Salary Report for July 1, 2011, through June 30, 
2012 (see attached).  Dr. Ritsch seconded the motion.  On a roll call vote, all members present 
voted in favor, except Mr. Shank who abstained. 
 
Bond Issue 

 
Dr. Ritsch moved approval of a $5 million bond issue to fund the completion of the East High 
Elementary construction project.  Mr. Cronin seconded the motion.   
 
Mrs. Clark arrived at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Dr. Ritsch withdrew his motion. 
 
Mr. Seiders moved approval of a $5.25 million bond issue to complete current East High 
Elementary construction project.  Mr. Shank seconded the motion.  On a roll call vote, all 
members present voted in favor. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
With no other business at hand, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  
 
 

      attest:  _____________________________ 
                                  Rebecca K. Maxwell, Secretary  


